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leaving courtroom, conspire with Lee Harvey Oswald 
and David W. Ferrie to assassinate President Kennedy. 



CHARGES CONSPIRACY— Perry R. Russo, left, testified 
in New Orleans that he heard Clay L. Shaw, at right. 



Oswald, Ferrie, Shaw There, Salesman Says PmJF ^ l\ 
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By George Lardner Jr. 

Washington Post Staff. Wrtter 

NEW ORLEANS, March 14 
refully groomed insurance 
man swore in a heavily 
irded courtroom today that 
heard free • lance pilot 
■id W. Ferrie mastermind 
plot to assassinate President 
"ennedy with/; Lee Harvey; 
iswald and bachelor-business- 
lan Clay Shaw. 

The witness, PeiTy Ray- 
mond Russo, 25, of Baton 
Radge, dramatically pointed 
an accusing finger at Shaw 
as the only man left alive, 
besides Russo himself, who 
attended a meeting in Ferrie’s' 
apartment in the late summer 
of 1963. 

Russo said he knew Shaw 
as “Clem Bertrand.” 

His testimony, carefully un- 
folded by District Attorney 




Lee HARVEY OSWALD 
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DAVID W. FERRIE 



named in New Orleans plot 



Jim Garrison, was often de- 
liberately vague. 

Russo is presumably the 
mystery witness Garrison was 
relying on when he had Shaw 



arrested March 1 on a charge 
of conspiracy in the assassina- 
tion. 

"We’ve got lots more,” Gar- 
rison was heard declaring dur- 



ing the recess in the prelim- 
inary hearing onShaws- arm- 
rest. “This, is Just the begin* • 
ning.”. . ,■ *'1 

~ Garrison's office mid Russo's 
statements have been checked . 
out under sodium pentathoL 
He may also have been given 
a lie detector test or even.., 
questioned under hypnosis. 

Neither the Warren Com- 
mission nor the FBI ever heard 
of Russo in the Commission 
investigation of the President’s 
assassination, which brought 
the conclusion that Oswald 
acted alone. Garrison offered 
no explanation why Russo has 
not come forward before. 

Russo was a student at Tu- 
flane University, but left for 
unexplained reasons and 
transferred to Loyola Univer- 
sity,. where he graduated with 
a Bachelor of Social Science 
degree in 1964. He said he 

See ORLEANS, A5, Col. 1 
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first met Ferrie about seven 

• years ago at a Civil Air Patrol 
, meeting. 

Talking too fast at times for 
either prosecuting or defense 
attorneys to keep up, Kusso ' 
said that in “mid-September," 
1963, he wandered into a party 
at Ferrie’s flat on Louisiana ’ 
Avenue Parkway that wound 
up withi conspiratorial talk of 
how to kill the late President. 

Russo said Oswald was in- 
troduced, to him as “Leon Os- 
k wald” and Shaw, as “Ber- j 
trand.” He 'identified “Leon 
Oswald” as Lee Harvey Os- 
wald through photographs. 

“People were drinking and 
talking,” Russo said. “There 
were maybe eight to ten there 
. . i. It dwindled down to 

three.” Russo said he stuck 
around, as a fourth because 
he was Waiting for’ a ride 
home. ' | 

“Dave Ferrie took the initia- j 
tiVe in the conversation,” Rus- ‘ 
so said. “He paced back and 
forth . , .... he talked to Mr. 
Bertrand, and Mr. Oswald. He: 
sSid an assassination attempt’ 
would have to use diversion-) 
ayy tactics . . , One or two 
(men) would shoot diversion- 
ary shots, a third would be in- 
tended as a direct hit.” 

, Russo quoted .Ferrie as say- 
ing that one - Of the gunmen — 
whether, there: were to be two 
or three — -“had to be a scape- 
goat.” He said “Ferrie talked 
incessantly about the avail- 
ability of exit— you had to get 
out. This man to be sacri- 
ficed would give just enough 
time for these two or one 
(other gunmen) to escape.” 

• Russo testified that Ferrie, i 
a pilot who died of a cerebral ’ 
hemorrhage '.last month, sug- i 
gested a flight to Brazil with 1 
a refueling stop in Mexico or 
a direct but more risky flight 
to refuge in Cuba. The witness 
said that Bertrand disagreed 
at 1 this point, declaring that 
news of the assassination would i 
spread to fast to permit any 
escape after a stop in Mexico. 

At this point, Russo assert- 
ed, “Oswald jumped in. He 
said (to Bertrand): ‘Shut up 
and leave him alone. He’s the 



pilot. He knows what he’s 
talking about.’ 

‘“Bertrand said that! as far 
as he’s C a n te r n e d, he’s a 
‘washed-up pilot.’ ” 1 4 
■Except, for the one* outburst, 
Russo ' said, Oswald remained 
“detached” during the conver- 
sation. ’The witness said Ber- 
trand's K objection, < hhtefver, 
prompted ' Ferrie to com$, up 
With an’ alternate plan. Russo 
said Ferrie suggests that the 
three— Ferrie, O a w * 1 d "and 
Bertrand (Shaw)-i-“»hould be 
in the public eye, around 
where a lot of people' could 
see them, on the- day of the 
ytMuthqif v'rfK.Vy' SyyVrv 
-The testimony fit .in neatly 
With the Conspiracy theory 
that Garrison had been de- 



veloping. He claims that Os- 
wald was actually a “decoy 
and fall guy,” and" Garrison j 
is. now understood to be hunt- ! 
ing the one or two gunmen 
who he claims really killed 
( the President. ! 

•Busso swore that he had 
seen Oswald at Ferrie’s apart- 
ment on Louisianna Avenue 
Parkway several other times, 
including once “near the end” ! 
of September and on another 
occasion when he swore he 
found Oswald on the Couch 
“either polishing or cleaning 
or wipiiig a rifle." 

Garrison, appearing in court 
fir only the third time in his j 
career as District Attorney, pro- ’ 
dueed a 'rifle, “similar,” his 
aides, later said,, to the Mahn- 1 
licher-Careano OsWald got by 
mail order and allegedly used 
to kill the President. They ' 
added that the rifle was found : 
in Ferrie’s apartment. . . j 

Russo testified that it Was not j 
quite like (he rifle he saw j 
Oswald pleaning. The net effect ! 
of this" courtroom episode thus i 
was apparently to suggest, j 
without saying so, that the, gun i 
Oswald was cleaning in Ferrie’s j 
flat was 'the Mannlicher. 

A “Clay Bertrand” was men- ; 
tioned to the Warren Commis- ; 
sion as a mystery hum with a | 
fondness for “gay kids’! who 
supposedly sought legal help 
for Oswald, .The FBI never i 
found “Berjtrand.” ' 

The semi-alias of “Leon Os- 
wald” also was mentioned in 
the Warren report. Mr?. Sylvia 
Qdio, daughter of a prominent 
Cuban family, told the Com- 
mission that three men ! 
knocked at her Dallas apart- 
ment Several days after Os- 
walds 'departure from New 
Orleans. s . 

One, she testified, was in- 
troduced as “Leon Oswald.” 
His companions, . she said, de- ’ 
scribe* him as feeling that 
“President Kennedy should 
have been . .assassinated after 
H>e- Ray pf Rigs, . . v*.- 
The .Warren Commission 
rioted that Oswald was on his 
way to Mexico City and could 
not have been one of the men ; 
who visited Mrs. Odio. 

’ [The Associated' Press report- 
ed that Russo told a television 
interviewer he had never 
heard of Oswald until he was ; 
linked with the presidential 
assassination. 

• [WDSlhJPy ,of New Orleans 
broadcast an Interview tonight 
it -made -.with Russo shortly 
aftef the death of Ferrie two 
weeks ago. ^ . , 

[“I never heard of Oswald un- 
til . . . the assassination,” 
tusso said in the interview. He 
! d Ferrie never mentioned 
vald’sname.] 




